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Parliament Sets Out Priorities Ahead of October European Council
European Parliament

Brussels, 05.10.2026, 17:01 Time

USPA NEWS - Europe’s economic competitiveness, support for Ukraine and the next long-term EU budget will be central to
discussions as the European Parliament looks ahead to the European Council summit in Brussels on 15-16 October.

MEPs will debate the forthcoming meeting with European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and representatives of the Irish
Presidency of the Council of the European Union. The debate will provide an opportunity for Parliament to set out its expectations
before EU heads of state or government gather to discuss the major challenges facing Europe.

The agenda brings together economic pressures, international conflict and questions about the European Union’s future direction.
Alongside competitiveness, Ukraine and the budget, leaders are due to discuss the Middle East, European defence and security,
migration, border protection and enlargement.

For Parliament, the discussions offer an opportunity to scrutinise the EU’s approach and press for its priorities to be reflected in the
summit’s conclusions.

Strengthening Europe’s Economic Competitiveness

Europe’s ability to compete in the global economy will be one of the main subjects of the parliamentary debate.

The discussion concerns more than economic growth alone. Competitiveness affects investment, employment and the ability of
European businesses to develop new products and reach international markets. It also raises questions about how the EU can

strengthen its industrial base while responding to technological change and the transition towards cleaner energy.

Turning these ambitions into practical measures involves choices about regulation, infrastructure, skills and access to finance.
Businesses need conditions that allow them to invest, while workers and communities need to see the benefits of that investment.

The debate will give MEPs an opportunity to examine how the Commission and national governments intend to address these
interconnected challenges.

Continued Support for Ukraine

Support for Ukraine in the face of Russia’s war of aggression will remain a central issue.

The forthcoming discussions will allow Parliament to examine the EU’s continuing response and the importance of maintaining a
coordinated European position. The conflict also shapes wider questions about Europe’s security, its capacity to respond to threats

and the resources required to sustain its commitments.

For EU institutions and member states, support involves both immediate needs and longer-term considerations. Assistance, recovery
and reconstruction all require planning, alongside efforts to secure a lasting peace.

The parliamentary debate will provide a platform for MEPs to set out their expectations of European leaders before the summit.
A Budget for Europe’s Future
The EU’s proposed long-term budget for 2028-2034 will be another major focus.

Known as the Multiannual Financial Framework, or MFF, it establishes the framework for EU spending over seven years. Decisions
about its structure and priorities will influence what the Union can fund well into the next decade.



The debate therefore goes beyond headline figures. It concerns how Europe will balance established commitments with emerging
demands, and how funding can support the ambitions being discussed elsewhere on the summit agenda.

MEPs will set out their expectations and demands as negotiations develop. The relationship between policy commitments and the
resources available to deliver them will be particularly significant: ambitious objectives require credible financial backing.

The Middle East

The situation in the Middle East will also feature in Parliament’s discussions ahead of the summit.

The debate will give MEPs an opportunity to scrutinise the EU’s response to developments in the region and consider its diplomatic
role. The protection of civilians, humanitarian needs and prospects for stability are central considerations in any assessment of the
conflict and its consequences.

European leaders will face the task of maintaining a coordinated approach while responding to changing circumstances.

Defence, Migration and Enlargement

The summit’s wider agenda includes European defence and security, the management of migration flows and border protection.

These subjects raise practical questions about cooperation between member states, the allocation of resources and the effectiveness
of common policies. They also require leaders to consider how immediate responses fit within longer-term European planning.

EU enlargement will bring a further dimension to the discussions. The prospect of new members raises questions about preparation
within candidate countries and the Union itself, including its institutions, finances and decision-making arrangements.

Together, these issues show how closely Europe’s external relationships are connected to its internal priorities.

From Debate to Decisions

The parliamentary debate will take place before leaders meet in Brussels, allowing MEPs to put their concerns and expectations into
the public discussion.

The European Council sets the EU’s overall political direction. Parliament’s role includes scrutinising that direction and shaping the
legislation and financial decisions needed to put European commitments into practice.

With a broad agenda and competing demands, the October summit will test leaders’ ability to find common ground. Attention will then
turn to whether the resulting commitments provide a clear basis for action.
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